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Making Smart Growth Work for Everyone

National conference explores connections and collaboration for smart growth,
equitable development and environmental justice movements

Two-thirds of development expected to be on the ground in 2050 is not yet built, which means the potential for change is profound. Smart growth, equitable development and environmental justice all strive for development that creates healthy, vibrant places and that gives people greater opportunity and choice. Given this common goal, how can smart growth, equitable development and environmental justice supporters work together to ensure that development decisions meet the needs of disadvantaged communities? 

How can smart-growth investments foster equitable development, environmental justice and economic vitality, and ensure that lower-income communities, communities of color and indigenous communities participate in and benefit from the decisions that shape their neighborhoods and surrounding regions?

The national New Partners for Smart Growth Conference, to be held in Seattle on February 4-6, will explore these critical issues, and showcase strategies and opportunities for greater collaboration among smart growth, equitable development and environmental justice advocates. [For agenda: www.NewPartners.org]

"We have a great opportunity now to bring together the environmental justice and smart growth movements to improve the environment, public health and overall quality of life for disadvantaged communities. By integrating smart growth and environmental justice we can offer a solution that can lead to more just and equitable development outcomes," said Charles Lee, Director of the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency’s Office of Environmental Justice.

In addition to the conference’s Equitable Development track of sessions, a daylong, pre-conference workshop on “Working Together for Equitable Development: Voices and Lessons from Environmental Justice and Smart Growth” (Wednesday, Feb. 3) will feature federal officials and community leaders who have forged successful partnerships and explore why integrating these efforts is critical and necessary to right past wrongs, revitalize America’s disadvantaged communities, grow the economy, and create healthy and sustainable communities.
U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development Secretary Shaun Donovan, U.S. Department of Transportation Secretary Ray LaHood and U.S. Environmental Protection Agency Assistant Administrator Mathy Stanislaus will kick off the conference Thursday evening (Feb. 4, 7:15 p.m.), talking about how federal agencies in the Obama Administration are working together to promote more livable, sustainable development patterns and how communities can partner with the federal government to make smart growth — and related solutions to climate change, energy, transportation and environmental protection issues — happen on the ground.

Many of our older industrial cities have experienced significant population decline and disinvestments. The proliferation of vacant properties, decline of the tax base, and loss of good jobs can create a grim forecast for these cities. However, some of the most creative and effective responses to neighborhood decline have emerged in precisely these places, and their paths toward sustainability and equity provide some of the most important and inspiring lessons for revitalization. The conference will present leaders from several cities that are working their way back. 

“The most intensive remakes of central cities, whether driven by the private market or pushed through public redevelopment plans, have often brought new higher-income, predominantly white residents into areas whose existing lower-income people of color can be threatened with the loss of their homes and communities,” said Judy Corbett, the executive director of the Local Government Commission, which is organizing the conference. “This familiar pattern has provoked questions about the racial consequences of smart growth, and generated new forms of activism to prevent displacement and define what a diverse, socially just city would look like.”

But the smart growth-equitable development challenge isn’t just an urban problem: More than half of the nation’s poor families now live in the suburbs. 

This disturbing trend raises challenges for meeting the immediate needs of these families and making their disinvested neighborhoods into communities of opportunity. The urban framework for addressing poverty doesn’t necessarily apply; and human services, transportation and community design need to be rethought to be effective in suburban settings. The conference will examine some remarkable efforts to do just that.

The Friday plenary called “Smart Growth at the Intersection of Environmental Justice and Green Jobs” will articulate how smart growth can foster green jobs, social equity and affordable housing, as our nation moves towards a more sustainable, green economy. The session will feature Angela Glover Blackwell, President/CEO of PolicyLink, a national institute that advances economic and social equity; and Majora Carter, founder of the environmental justice nonprofit Sustainable South Bronx. They will discuss how smart growth development can protect the environment and foster affordable housing, neighborhood revitalization, transportation options, healthy communities and green, sustainable employment opportunities for everyone.

“A truly sustainable economy will not only enhance environmental protection, but can also lift people out of poverty,” said Victor Rubin, PolicyLink’s Vice President for Research.
Several conference sessions on equity and environmental justice issues are scheduled: 

· Civil Rights Groups and the Smart Growth Movement

· Smart Growth and Tribes

· Equitable Development in Asian Communities

· Remaking Older Cities, Reimagining Metro Areas

· Equity in the Suburbs

· Regional Organizing and Environmental Justice

· Equity and Environmental Protection in Transit-Oriented Communities

· Bringing an Equity Focus to Smart Growth by Engaging Marginalized Populations

· Regional Organizing and Environmental Justice

· Talking about Race and Smart Growth.
A group of foundations are providing support for a diversity scholarship fund to allow more participants from lower-income and underrepresented communities to attend the conference.

“This conference is a powerful opportunity to ensure that decisions about the future of our communities are shaped by the people who live in them. The expertise and commitment of local leaders – especially those from marginalized communities – will be critical to our success in designing long-term, equitable solutions that bring opportunity to everyone,” said Don Chen, Metropolitan Opportunity Program Officer for the Ford Foundation, and one of the equitable development workshop speakers. 
The event’s roster of distinguished speakers includes Professor John Powell, Executive Director, Kirwan Institute for the Study of Race and Ethnicity, Ohio State University Law School; Stephanie Jones, Executive Director, National Policy Institute, National Urban League; Mathy Stanislaus, Assistant Administrator of the U.S. EPA’s Office of Solid Waste and Emergency Response; Therese McMillian, the Federal Transit Administration’s Deputy Administrator; and Deeohn Ferris, President of Sustainable Communities Development Group, Inc.
About the conference: The New Partners for Smart Growth conference, hosted at the Washington State Convention and Trade Center by the Local Government Commission, spans three days, covering cutting-edge smart growth issues, the latest research, implementation tools and strategies, successful case studies and new policies. The conference will feature 400 speakers, 100 sessions and 14 tours of local model projects. 

Conference sponsors include the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, the U.S. Department of Transportation, the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, Kaiser Permanente, the National Association of REALTORS®, HDR, Inc., and the Smart Growth Network. For more details about the agenda, speakers, sponsors and tours: www.newpartners.org
The Local Government Commission is a 30-year-old nonprofit membership organization of locally elected officials, city and county staff, and other interested individuals. It helps local officials address the problems facing their communities and maximize their civic, environmental and economic resources. The Ahwahnee Principles for Livable Communities, developed by the LGC in 1991, helped pave the way for the smart growth movement. 
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