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National Conference Features Federal Partnerships, Environmental Justice and Smart Growth in the Face of Economically Uncertain Times

Obama Administration leaders come to Seattle to talk about smart growth
Many of the nation’s experts and leaders with successes addressing the environmental and economic challenges of creating more livable, sustainable communities will converge on Seattle next month, at the nation’s premier smart growth conference. There, more than 1,600 participants from across the country will attend the 9th annual New Partners for Smart Growth conference, to be held February 4-6 at the Washington State Convention and Trade Center. [For agenda: www.NewPartners.org]
U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development Secretary Shaun Donovan, U.S. Department of Transportation Secretary Ray LaHood and U.S. Environmental Protection Agency Assistant Administrator Mathy Stanislaus kick off the conference Thursday evening (Feb. 4, 7:15 p.m.), talking about how federal agencies in the Obama Administration are working together to help America’s communities become more environmentally, socially and economically sustainable and how communities can partner with the federal government to make smart growth — and related solutions to climate change, energy, transportation and environmental protection issues — happen on the ground. 

During the plenary on “New Federal Partners for Smart Growth: Leadership to Create Sustainable Communities Across America,” the three federal leaders will provide a perspective on the federal Partnership for Sustainable Communities, which seeks to integrate federal decision-making to help America’s communities become more environmentally, socially and economically sustainable. The partnership was formed in 2009 to improve access to affordable housing, provide transportation options, and protect public health and the environment. The session will highlight the challenges and opportunities that the three departments have faced during their collaboration and will provide ideas for how local and state leaders can partner with the federal government to implement the sustainability principles that guide the partnership’s efforts.

On Friday morning, the plenary session on “Smart Growth at the Intersection of Environmental Justice and Green Jobs” will explore how smart growth can foster green jobs, social equity, neighborhood revitalization, affordable housing and more transportation options, as our nation moves towards a more sustainable, green economy. Featured speakers are Angela Glover Blackwell, President/CEO of PolicyLink, a national research and action institute that advances economic and social equity, and Majora Carter, President of the Majora Carter Group, LLC and founder of the non-profit environmental justice organization Sustainable South Bronx.
The Friday program will also include a keynote luncheon on “The State of Smart Growth in a Climate of Economic Uncertainty” about what the U.S. economic crisis has meant for communities across the country. Gadi Kaufmann, Managing Director and CEO of the real-estate market research firm Robert Charles Lesser & Co. will talk about the current state of smart growth in the context of current economic conditions, based on market research on the performance of smart growth versus traditional development. Doris Koo, CEO of Enterprise Community Partners, will discuss how community development corporations are being responsive to the economic crisis and what current economic conditions mean for those who are working to reinvest in their communities and implement smart growth practices on the ground.
Housing and transportation decisions can play a big part in solving the nation’s environmental and social issues. According to a “Growing Cooler” study by the Center for Clean Air Policy, two-thirds of development expected to be on the ground in 2050 is not yet built, meaning that the potential for change is profound. Shifting 60% of new growth to compact patterns would save 85 million metric tons of CO2 annually by 2030. Such compact development would also cut national fuel expenditures by $24 billion in 2030 or $250 billion on a cumulative basis.

Meeting the increasing demand for homes located in pedestrian-friendly neighborhoods with access to transportation options could significantly reduce the growth in the number of miles Americans drive, shrinking the nation’s carbon footprint. Americans living in compact neighborhoods where cars are not the only transportation option, drive a third fewer miles than those in typical automobile-oriented suburbs. 

In addition to the conference’s Equitable Development track of sessions, a daylong, pre-conference workshop on “Working Together for Equitable Development: Voices and Lessons from Environmental Justice and Smart Growth” (Wednesday, Feb. 3) will feature federal officials and community leaders who have forged successful partnerships and explore why integrating these efforts is critical and necessary to revitalize America’s disadvantaged communities, grow the economy, and create healthy, sustainable communities.
About the conference: The New Partners for Smart Growth conference, hosted at the Washington State Convention and Trade Center by the Local Government Commission, spans three days, covering cutting-edge smart growth issues, the latest research, implementation tools and strategies, successful case studies, new projects and new policies. The conference will feature 400 speakers, 100 sessions and 14 tours of local model projects on community revitalization, transit-oriented development, urban infill and green building. 

Conference sponsors include the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, the U.S. Department of Transportation, the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, Kaiser Permanente, the National Association of REALTORS®, HDR, Inc., and the Smart Growth Network. For more details about the agenda, speakers, sponsors and tours: www.newpartners.org
Several foundations are providing support for a diversity scholarship fund to allow more participants from lower-income and underrepresented communities to attend the conference. 
The Local Government Commission is a 30-year-old nonprofit membership organization of locally elected officials, city and county staff, and other interested individuals. It helps local officials address the problems facing their communities and maximize their civic, environmental and economic resources. The Ahwahnee Principles for Livable Communities, developed by the LGC in 1991, helped pave the way for the smart growth movement. 
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