


• DC-Based 501-C3 

• 42-years of advocacy, outreach and policy 
efforts on behalf of rural – small metro 

• 560 members nationwide  

• Issues covering environmental, 
transportation, economic development, 
disaster mitigation/recovery, etc.  



• Budgets a slim – Fed, State, Local  

• Unemployment – 10 % 

• Foreclosures – 1 in 136*  

• Capital markets are in the tanks 

• Morale is down  

*Q3 2009 report from realtytrac.com 



• Ebbs and Flows of the market 

• Asset Map 

• Start with the grass-roots stuff that will get 
the community thinking in a different 
direction and give them a sense of 
ownership 

• Set small goals and achieve them 



• Bus stops, van pools, bike lanes, park and 
ride 

• Lining up vendors for projects that may 
happen down the road (street-scapes, 
LED traffic signals, etc)  

• TEST Market ideas for when the money 
flows – Aldis Gridsmart 

• Bulk purchase program for LED traffic 
signals  



• Federal Gov’t is ON BOARD  

• $100bn for transportation and 
infrastructure projects – www.grants.gov  

• EECBG  

• EPA BF Grants/RLF 

• EDA money – Jobs and Leverage 

• USE YOUR REGIONAL COUNCILS!!!!!  



• DSIREusa.org  - Caveat…. Make sure you 
type it in correctly 





• Credibility  

• Creating the vision  

• Educate  

• Front-of-Mind 

• Marketing the message 



• Above all decisions need to be made with 
community support 

• Continuous two-way communication 

• Survey the community – mailings/door-to-
door 

• Town hall meetings, Design Charrettes 

• Things that help give the community a 
sense of ownership 



• Are there vendors nearby for solar PV 
systems, storm water capture systems, 
porous drainage products, recycled 
building materials?    

• Begin inventory and prioritizing possible 
brownfield redevelopment projects – TBA? 
Area-Wide?  

• What can be easily improved upon with 
the least amount of capital outlay? 



• Energy-Efficient 
street lamps and 
lighting  

• Programming HVAC 

• Recycling  

• Locally sourced food 
systems 









• Local cross acceptance of regional 
land us plan to reduce sprawl and 
create a region-wide smart growth 
strategy 

• 43 Member Counties – 40 signed on 
to the Valley Vision Plan 



• $70 million in rail funding – 200 interim jobs 

• Climate change toolbox - Integrate climate 
change, energy challenges  and clean energy 
technologies into individual cities and towns – 
Reinforce smart growth vision 

• Reaching out to public officials across the region 
– sharing best practices of cost-saving measures 

• Retrofit and efficiency programs 



• Waste Reduction Partners  

• EECBG administration/retrofits  

• Recycling programs in school systems, 
churches, libraries  



• See the down market as a time to reflect 
and reassess  

• Concentrate on low-dollar components of 
your smart growth plan (retrofits, public 
involvement) 

• Look for a federal and state-level grant 
funding  

• Build partnerships with neighboring 
communities – pool assets 
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