
Building a Sustainable Community in 
Detroit: Whether inclusive 

community engagement is necessary 
for just and smart growth? 







Corktown's ideal location 

Image: map of corktown. map also includes wsu, midtown, sw 
detroit, downtown, river, canada 





WHAT MATTERS? How to build a 
sustainable community 

Existing Residents – People 
•Housed / unhoused 

•Demographics 

History / Culture 









when done wrong 

Detroit Free Press article headline, January 31, 2010: 
Corktown Resident Attacked Homeless Man, 
prosecutor says. 



The Opportunity: Preparing for 

future 

• Open Spaces 

• Stories 

• TimeBanks 

• Urban Farming 

• Land Trust 

• Restorative Justice 

• Community Courts 

www.soulofthecommunity.org 





Engagement in Corktown 

Historically 

Corktown Residents' Council 

Imagination Station 


