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Overview 

What is GI, why is it important and some examples 

Community Engagement in Onondaga County 



Partnership for Onondaga Creek 
2009 - lspeer@mrss.com 



Environmental 

Justice 
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Midland Sewage Plant 

Green Infrastructure means… 

• Injustice of Midland plant will 

not be repeated  

• Onondaga Creek & Harbor 

Brook will be cleaner 

• Community investment and 

beautification instead of further 

disruption 



Green 

Infrastructure 

•Solution to capacity problems 

with underground storage – 

reduce the rain! 

•Proposed by Onondaga 

Nation 

•POC: “If you can stop the 

Armory Sewage Plant, you can 
stop the Phase III Pipeline too!” 

•County Executive Mahoney has 
promised that the pipeline will 

not be built. 

Partnership for Onondaga Creek 
2010 - lspeer@mrss.com 



Partnership for Onondaga Creek 
2010 - lspeer@mrss.com 

Map of land use / GI possibilities in the 077 

sewershed, including University Neighborhood.  
Part of presentation by POC to DEC & Onondaga 

County, 2008.   

Engaging 

Community 



During 2008 and 2009 the POC, Syracuse University and SUNY-ESF cooperated to 
obtain over 200 surveys among five neighborhoods of the Midland and Clinton 
Sewershed to assess public attitudes toward Green Infrastructure (GI) Implementation.  



And, the survey says… 

People really aren’t that into trees! 

Maintenance of rain gardens is a significant barrier 

Education needed on effective rainbarrel use 

If it’s free (or less than $25) than count me in! 

Otherwise, I’m not so sure why I’d want to do this 



Understanding CSOs 

There’s Sh@# in the water! 
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Combined Sewer Overflows 

•

•

•



Rethinking the Rain 



From Traditional to Integrated 

Drainage Systems 

Reactive (solve problems) 

Engineer-driven 

Protect property 

Pipe and Convey 

Limited Community consultation 

Local Government Ownership 

Extreme Storm Focus 

Peak Flow Thinking! 

Ecosystems 

Proactive (prevent problems) 

Interdisciplinary Team-driven 

Protect Property and Habitat 

Mimic Natural Processes 

Extensive Consultation 

Partnerships with Others 

Rainwater Integrated with Land Use 

Volume-based Thinking! 

Traditional    Integrated 

n 



Green Infrastructure Improves: 



Green Infrastructure Reduces…. 



Types of Green Infrastructure 



Water Pillow          Green Wall 



Rain Gardens 

Bioswales              Rain Barrels 



Green Roofs 



Jamesville Correctional Facility 



Porous Pavements 



Sidewalk at MOST in Syracuse 







Bringing people together… 



Save the Rain Programs 
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Save the Rain Programs 

The lessons will be: Traveling Water Drop, Stream 
Exploration, and Clean Water Matters.



Billboards, ads, exhibit materials, and 
giveaways 



Brochures, 
activity books, 

bookmarks, and 
a board game: 

“Raindrop Run”  



Savetherain.us 



Our many project partners include… 



Contact Us 


