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Smart/Safe Growth 
• Safe growth actions 

•  Identify vulnerability 
• Plan ahead 
• Avoid hazard areas 
• Conserve natural areas 
• Mitigate hazards 
• Relocate people, 

facilities 

• Smart growth goals 
• Compact urban areas 
• Preserve open space 
•  Livable communities 
• Walkable neighborhoods 
• Affordable housing 
• Resiliency 
• Sustainable 

development 



Disasters as Smart/Safe Growth 
Opportunities 
• Kinston, NC--struck by two hurricanes: Fran 1996 
& Floyd 1999 

• Kinston used disasters as windows of opportunity 
to increase community safety, sustainability, & 
resilience 
• Relocated households from floodplain to safe locations 

with FEMA flood buy-out funds 
• Changed floodplain to conservation area with NC Clean 

Water Management Trust Fund grant 
• Created regional park and greenway along Neuse River 



Kinston Smart Growth Hazard Mitigation Plan 

• City of 23,688 located on 
 Neuse River in eastern NC 
• Recovery  Strategy 

• Build back inside city 
• Maximize use of infrastructure 
• Provide safe housing 
• Relocate and elevate 
• Redevelop neighborhoods 
• Create green space in flood hazard areas 

• Losses avoided in Floyd alone = $6.4 million 

KINSTON 



Flooding from 
Hurricane Floyd 



Forrest Street in Kinston 
Before Hurricane Floyd 



Forrest Street in Kinston 
After Hurricane Floyd 



Greater Kinston Smart Growth Plan 2000-2010 
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Implementing the Recovery Vision 
• Kinston Vision: 

•  Moving people & property out of harm’s way 
•  Reclaiming river as community amenity 

• Kinston Plan-making: 
•  City and NC Forestry staff & citizens group 
•  Plan adopted by City Council 

•  Turning Vision into Reality:  
•  Acquired floodplain houses with FEMA buyout funds: Fran—420, 

Floyd—1210 
•  Buying 174 additional parcels of vacated floodplain land for new 

regional park & greenway with NBC Clean Water Management 
Trust Fund grant 
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