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… how can we maximize use of space?   

… how can we sustain our communities?  

… how can we encourage diverse, walkable 
schools?  



Good for Students, Good for Communities 
Educational Benefits 
Vibrant Communities 
  Personal Ties 
  Property Values 

Environmental Impacts 
  Reduce Sprawl 
  Air Quality 

Save on Costs 
  Transportation 
  Construction 
  Operating  

Healthier Families 
  Walk or Bike  
  After Hours Use  

… “factors such as school location have played a significant 
role in the decreased rates of walking to school, and changes 
in policy may help to increase the number of children who are 
able to walk to school.” 
Committee on Environmental Health 
American Academy of Pediatricians (2009) 



Community-Centered Schools Are Not the Norm 



Policy Briefs at www. PreservationNation.org 



Helping Johnny Walk to School Project 
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Q:  Which site encourages more active 
transportation and serves the most residents? 
A:  The community-centered location  





School Closures: Impacts to Weigh 
 Are we increasing 
student travel time? 
What are impacts on 
health? education? 

 Are we losing a 
community “anchor”? 

 Which schools provide 
more opportunities for 
walking and biking? … 
more participation in 
after-school activities?  

 Who actually saves 
money? Are we shifting 
transportation costs to  
the State? To parents? 

 Are we lowering 
surrounding property 
values?  

In March 2010, the Kansas City, Missouri, school board voted  to 
close 28 of the district's 61 schools due to declining enrollment and 
a soaring budget deficit.
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EPA School Siting Guidelines 

Comments due Feb. 18, 2011 

www.epa.gov/schools/siting 




