Walkability Audit

BBTA Road Show
Baltimore, MD
January 29, 2015




Part I.

Introduction



Tool Objectives

1. Understand the of walking and the
of the built environment in preventing or

encouraging it.

2. ldentify improvements to the built
environment that will enhance and encourage
walking.

3. Build relationships among stakeholders with a
variety of interests to improve the environment

for walking.



The tool fits if a community...

IS concerned with how the built environment
encourages and discourages walking.

seeks to identify specific improvements {o
increase the walking as a mode of
transportation.

can identify specific neighborhoods, school
zones, districts or corridors where increasing
walking is desirable.

has multiple stakeholders that support — or
are likely to support - improvements to the
pedestrian environment.



Instructors fit if they...

understand requirements for pedestrian safety
and comfort in the built environment;

recognize details of the pedestrian environment
in real time and explain their in pedestrian safety,
convenience and attractiveness; and

are aware of policies and practices that can be
used to improve pedestrian environments in the
technical assistance community (TAC).



Tool Elements

1. Workshop for large group of stakeholders,
may be open to the public, includes:

« Presentation on the benefits of walkability and
directions for walkability audit;

«  Walkability audit to identify barriers walkability in a
given area; and

 Review of audit results.
2. Next steps memo.

3. Briefing for elected officials or other relevant
body, such as a planning commission or
neighborhood business association.



Part Il.

Technical Substance



the Case

[gle

Mak
Walkable and Livable Communities Instifute

Walkabllity




Walkabillity: Why?¢
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Understanding Walkabllity
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Walkabillity:
How comfortable an area is for walking
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Part Il: Deterrents to Walkabillity



Incomplete Streefts
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Improperly Placed Driveways




Missing Sidewalks




Lack of Marked Crossings




Part lll: Tools fo Encourage Walkabllity




Crosswalk Visibllity




edestrian Refuge Island




ke Lanes

o)
O

VAS;

Color




Imagine Walkabillity - Before
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Practicing Assessment




Walkable OR Not Walkable@¢
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Walking Audit Route Map
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Intersection Sketch
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Survey Legend
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Discussing Audit Results




Part IV.

Your Turn
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Intersection Sketch

Location: Mk~ zonew = Dek a'-‘-% Ave Va / D 25"
Time and Date: @:00am, | 1 218 l.g Weather Conditions: (2 ; (Gen
Use the intersection sketch to wtite notes and capture existing conditions at particular locations. Through words

or images, document what you see and what you don’t see, as both are of equal importance. In addition, include
recommendations for the improvements you would like to see.
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Comfort: Does the built environment make me feel that | belong here even if | don’t have a car around me?
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