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Ecological Cycles are today the consequence of
5-millenium-long complex interaction between
humans and the powerful natural processes
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1991-1994 EU Directives (91/156 CEE, 91/689 CEE, 94/62 CE)
Ask “Regions” to change their waste management approach

WASTE - RESOURCE

Governor Salvatore Cuffaro
EU special commissioner for the “waste emergency”
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Call for tender for 4 privately-owned
waste-to-energy facilities -
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No! Let’s Stop Them!!
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The March of 5000 in Adrano Informal Mobilization

1

Coalition for the Sustainable
Development of the Simeto Valley

1

Formal
Organizations
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Successful Anti-incinerator Campaign
Not just legal action but broader community organizing and political strategy
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“The reason why
somebody

can decide to build
an incinerator on
our river is because
there there is not a
better vision of the
future”



10-year-long Community-University
Partnership
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Collective Reflective Practices

The “Casa delle Acque” fall retreat
November 2010

Stakeholders
Support the local
economy through
policy design

Community
members
Historic
preservation
Environmental
issues

Researchers
What strategy
makes the most
sense?
Grass-roots groups
Improving the area
Strengthen the sense of
community
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The large
collective
maps
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Mapping activities have been carried out: Biancavilla
v In 10 different locations, in the countryside ~ Licodia
and in 4 small towns along the river;
Paterno
v improving the tools used each time; ,
‘/N)Iotta

v"involving more than 500 individuals;
among them: representatives of 22

community groups and non-profit
associations and City Officials from three

of the four small towns.
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Progetto di ' ' "
Mappatura di Comunita
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Create a portfolio of
The follow-up projects are \community projects ready
identified as part of to be funded by EU

something bigger _ (withand
Produce “papers” without institutional

more difficult for partnerships)

local pi::gians 3 CO mmun ity

Enlarge

Mapping | .o te

=N = partnership
Initiative
Help the
community
know and

then love
their place
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The Design Contribution
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ECOLOGICA ED AMBIENTALE DEL TERRITORIO
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COMMUNITY/UNIVERSITY
PARTNERSHIP

LONG-TERM

¢
Community Design O RECIPROCITY

v" Implementing pilot
projectsincludedin the
community map

P esto O® ,ﬁ

local firms and designers
/ Makeit “happen” VIVISIMETO
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The Community Design Experience in “contrada Nicol6”, Paterno
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Co-creation of design proposal for a riparian garden




Final draft of the design
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VERSO UN PATTO PER IL FIUME S
TRA ISTITUZIONI € COMUNITR'

dicembre 2009-maggio 2010

moteriall eloborati nellambito del progetto
MAPPARE LA COMUNITA’ DEL SIMETO
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Inspired by a
NEW model of
“development”

VALORI, PROGETTI E PRIORITA CONDIVISI
NELLA VALLE DEL SIMETO

Allegato B al Patto di Fiume Simeto

Presentato alla comunith per revisioni e integrazioni il 23/1/2014 - Aggiornato dal gruppo di Ricerca dell’Universitd
degli Studi di Catania il 10/10/2014

IUME SIMET BOZZA DEL 23/1/2013 AG IRNATA AL 10/10/2014 < ALLEGATO B



PARTICIPATORY
GOVERNANCE
STRUCTURE

LABORATORY

(technical

PARTICIPATORY

PRESIDIUM
(hundreds of
association +
businesses +

inviduals)



Revolutionary
Governance
Structure

CONVENZIONE QUADRO
“PATTO DI FIUME SIMETO™

com Somicito prexso i Aattorsto o Vie

S PR “THE SIMETO RIVER
o e\ A e R T e AGREEMENT”
s General Legal Framework

Signed on May 18t, 2015




Simeto River Agreement
Implementation Strategies

MOBILITY

Accessibility/ Security / Connection
/ Enhancement of existing
structures / Sustainability

AGRICOLTURE

Agro-District / CSA / Training and
Education / Ethics




City & Regional Planning Depastmant

Anthropedogy Deparmmen
The University of Mermpivia
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study abroad program
June 6-18, 2017
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