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The SITES Rating System is administered by Green Business Certification Inc (GBCI), the 
premiere organization independently recognizing excellence in green business industry 

performance and practice globally. The material on which the SITES Rating System is based 
was developed through a collaborative, interdisciplinary effort of the American Society of 

Landscape Architects Fund, The Lady Bird Johnson Wildflower Center at The University of Texas 
at Austin, and the United States Botanic Garden.



Areas of Focus



















SITES CERTIFICATION｜200 TOTAL POINTS

CERTIFIED 70

SILVER 85

GOLD 100

PLATINUM 135



www.sustainablesites.org/certification











» Transform the Market through Design, Development, & 
    Maintenance practices

» Create Regenerative Systems & Foster Resiliency

» Enhance Human Well-Being & Strengthen Community

» Ensure Future Resource Supply & Mitigate Climate Change 











Green	Infrastructure	Certification



Chinatown Green Street Demonstration Project



Project Background



• 45-year old company

• Landscape architecture, urban design and planning, 
environmental graphics and development services

• 10 offices (8 in US, 2 overseas)

• National leader in performance based design

DESIGN WORKSHOP



DESIGN WORKSHOP TEAM



REGIONAL CONTEXT



VISION



A NATIONAL DILLEMMA 



A NATIONAL DILLEMMA : EXHAUSTED INFRASTRUCTURE 



THESIS



SCOPE

• PHASE I: Project Kickoff
• PHASE II: Discovery
• PHASE III: Initial Stakeholder Engagement Meetings and 

Public Relations

• PHASE IV: Preliminary Alternatives and Community Outreach
• PHASE V: Draft Master Plan and Preliminary Cost Estimate
• PHASE VI: Final Master Plan and Opinion of Probable Costs



THE ASLA METHOD



DEFINE
The approach

Clearly articulate the scope, measures of  success, and goals 
of  the project from the start.



DISCOVER
the personality of  each block

Rather than using a typical cross section across an entire 
street, each block should be examined individually to 

determine its unique use and potential.



REFERENCE
Partners and benchmarks

Identify goals and strategies that can be quantified. Reference national 
models and benchmark projects in other communities to see what 

methods have proven to be successful. This will make it possible to 
measure success and adjust approaches if  desired metrics are not met.



TEST 
Strategies through design

Identify potential pilot sites to test ideas on a small-scale. Doing 
so will ensure success when implemented across the site. 



IMPLEMENT  
The preferred alternative

Draw from lessons learned in the test phase and employ those 
strategies that showed greatest success. 



MONITOR
And report

By returning to the site after implementation, maintenance regimes can 
be adjusted as needed, and one can validate whether the goals and 
strategies were relevant and measure the economics, environment, 

community, and artistic benefits. This data can then inform future 
decisions.



PROJECT GOALS



PROJECT GOALS



SYSTEMS ANALYSIS FOR A COMPREHENSIVE STREET DESIGN



EXISTING CONDITIONS ANALYSIS : STORMWATER



EXISTING CONDITIONS ANALYSIS : URBAN SHADE



EXISTING CONDITIONS ANALYSIS : PEDESTRIAN MOBILITY AND ACTIVITY



EXISTING CONDITIONS ANALYSIS : TREE COVERAGE AND HEALTH



EXISTING CONDITIONS ANALYSIS : AUTO CIRCULATION AND INTENSITY



EXISTING CONDITIONS ANALYSIS : CULTURAL AND HISTORIC SYSTEMS



CODE DIAGNOSTICS



PARTI DIAGRAM



I STREET PILOT PROGRAM



ANALYSIS AND STRATEGIES



CONCEPTUAL MASTER PLAN











































• Midtown RedevelopmentAuthority

• Located immediately south of downtown

• Emerging mixed use district

• Cultural arts and entertainment district

BAGBY STREET



MASTER PLAN : NOT A ONE SIZE FITS ALL
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