
Improving Food Equity in Three Innovative Communities

■ Th u r s d ay, Fe b ru a ry 2, 1:30-2:45 pm

All across the co u nt ry, l ocal officials and planners, f a rmers and ra n c h e r s, food -
i n s e c u re re s i d e nts and civic org a n i z ations are coming together to stre n g t h e n
their food sys te m s. Come learn from three dive r s e, urban and ru ral  “co m m u-
nities of oppo rt u n i ty”who are growing food co n n e ctions and bridging the
gap be tween food prod u ction and food securi ty through po l i cy and planning.

Urban Agriculture: Infrastructure and Impact

■ Fri d ay, Fe b ru a ry 3, 10:15 am-12:00 pm

Communities throughout the nation have many va ca nt lots that are lying 
f a l l ow. Wh at if we could use those lots for food prod u ction and/or gre e n
s to rm water infra s t ru ct u re, co m m u n i ty- g reen spaces?  Wh at if this could 
p rovide jobs, re d u ce homelessness, i m p rove the env i ro n m e nt, and enhance
communities?  Le a rn how green infra s t ru ct u re and urban agri c u l t u re are
being used to meet the needs of individuals struggling with homelessness,
as well as reducing flooding and managing sto rm water through the act i ve
p a rtnership among Ci ty and non-profit org a n i z at i o n s.

The Wheels on the Bus Go to the Grocery Store

■ Fri d ay, Fe b ru a ry 3, 1:30-2:45 pm

Communities ri g ht ly see food access and act i ve tra n s po rt ation as inte rco n-
n e cte d, suggesting that approaches to solving them should be as we l l .
Getting to healthy food venues is a challenge for many pe o p l e, p a rt i c u l a rly 
for low - i n come co m m u n i t i e s, communities of color and people in ru ral are a s,
which tend to have lower rates of vehicle ownership and are less like ly to
h ave groce ry sto res nearby than their middle- and uppe r-class co u nte rp a rt s.
This session will impart actionable strategies for transit agencies, p u b l i c -
health pro fe s s i o n a l s, g ove rn m e nt officials and planners, and cre ate space to
b ra i n s to rm additional solutions to link act i ve tra n s po rt ation and food acce s s.

Regional Planning to Build Local Food Economies 
and Healthy Communities 

■ Sat u rd ay, Fe b ru a ry 4, 11:00 am-12:15 pm

Re ce nt ly, t h e re has been re m a rkable growth in local food po l i cy co u n c i l s,
municipal food - po l i cy dire ctors and fe d e ral suppo rt for local and re g i o n a l
food sys te m s. From co nvening stake h o l d e r s, to designing and implement i n g
p rog rams for improved healthy food acce s s, to leve raging ex pe rtise in dat a
co l l e ction and analys i s ; these org a n i z ations are suppo rting co l l a bo rat i o n ,
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h ow they are engaged in regional food - s ys tems planning, with a specific loo k
at the real and theore t i cal co n n e ctions this wo rk has to pre s e rving cri t i ca l
a g ri c u l t u ral lands. A USDA economist will situate these effo rts in the bro a d e r
l a n d s ca pe of regional food - s ys tem wo rk happening across the co u nt ry.

Food Innovation Clusters: Creating Robust and Resilient
Regional Food Systems   

■ Sat u rd ay, Fe b ru a ry 4, 1:45-3:00 pm

Food innovation clusters are emerging as an effe ct i ve smart - g rowth and eco-
n o m i c - d eve l o p m e nt strate gy to cultivate and coo rd i n ate food and agri c u l t u re
a ct i v i ty in a particular loca l i ty. Food innovation clusters are geog raphic co n-
ce nt rations of food - o ri e nted businesses, s e rv i ces and co m m u n i ty act i v i t i e s
t h at often re p re s e nt most or all of the supply-chain activities from prod u ct i o n
to consumption with the inte nt of spurring regional food - s ys tems deve l o p-
m e nt and increased access to healthy, l ocal food to underserved and marg i n-
a l i zed co m m u n i t i e s. The panelists will discuss how they are addressing 
s u p p ly-chain infra s t ru ct u re gaps, c re ating market oppo rtunities for local 
and regional prod u ce r s, i n c reasing healthy food acce s s, and fo s te ring new
p a rtnerships through ru ral-urban economic linka g e s.

Tour. Scaling Up Local Food in St. Louis
■ Th u r s d ay, Fe b ru a ry 2, 1:30-5:30 p. m .

Hop on the bus for a mobile workshop touring sites of local food proj-
ects. This tour will highlight numerous facets of the St.Louis food sys te m ,
f rom seed to table. Visit the re g i o n’s first food hub, co nve rted from a hos-
pital ki tc h e n , t h at also serves as a co m m u n i ty- ki tchen business incubato r
for local ent re p re n e u r s ; the inte ra ct i ve, f a rm - to - fo rk GROW exhibit – the
first pe rm a n e nt exhibit of this size in the U.S. focused solely on agri c u l t u re
– at the St.Louis Science Ce nte r;and Ea rt h Da n ce Fa rm s, the oldest org a n i c
f a rm west of the Mi s s i s s i p p i . Pre re g i s t ration is re q u i re d.Co s t : $ 1 5
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