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7.3\ 4 Noun: park e let
"7 | (plural: parklets)

o
\

\J‘ A parking space sized area used for
—1  recreational or beautification purposes.
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Parklets evolved from an annual event where citizens, artists, and activists collaborate to temporarily transform metered parking spaces into
“PARK(ing)” spaces: temporary public places. Conceived in 2005 by Rebar, a San Francisco art and design studio, they transformed an ordinary
metered parking spot into a temporary public park in downtown San Francisco - at least until the meter ran out.

A small urban park, often created by
replacing a parking spot with sod,
planters, trees, benches, cafe tables,
and chairs—even artwork or bicycle
parking. They are designed to provide
urban green space and to bring
awareness to the quantity of community
space that is devoted to parking rather
than creating vibrant communal spaces.

Following the success of the first intervention with sod and a few benches, Park(ing) Day has grown into a global movement. Individuals and
organizations create temporary public spaces in cities across the world based on guidelines Rebar created. Participants have built free health
clinics, planted temporary urban farms, built art installations, opened free bike repair shops, and even held a wedding ceremony! All following
the mission to call attention to the need for more urban open space, to generate critical debate around how public space is created and
allocated, and to improve the quality of urban human habitat.

In 2008, Rebar worked with the San Francisco Planning Department and the Great Streets Project of the San Francisco Bike Coalition to develop
the concept for the Parklet, a new and innovative permit program that would make Park(ing) Day-type installations a permanent addition to the
urban landscape. Rebar worked closely with the City, community stakeholders, and philanthropists to create one of the first Parklet prototypes
for Revolution Cafe. Rebar has since created half a dozen Parklets, and the program has spurred the creation of Parklets across the country.
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