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Camden SMART &
the Camden Collaborative Initiative

New Partners for Smart Growth Conference

Sarah Bryant, AICP
Director of Community Initiatives

Cooper’s Ferry Partnership

Gaining Ground through 21st Century Solutions



A City Invincible

! Regional Waterfront Destination
! Multi-Modal Transportation Options
! Educational & Medical Hub 
! Camden Promise Zone designation
! Community Policing Model
! Sustainability Agenda
! Economic Opportunity Act



Camden’s Stormwater Challenge



Camden’s Stormwater Challenge



Stormwater Management  
A CITY-WIDE PRIORITY



The Camden SMART Initiative

The Camden SMART Initiative a community-
driven movement to protect human health, 
improve conditions for economic development, 
improve water quality, and enhance the quality 
of life for Camden City, its residents, and the 
Delaware River watershed through the broad 
use of green and grey infrastructure techniques 
for stormwater management. 

EDUCATE. IMPLEMENT. ENGAGE.



A COMMUNITY-DRIVEN APPROACH

WITHOUT A CONSENT DECREE OR 
REGULATORY MANDATE, THE 
INITIATIVE WAS FOSTERED BY 
RESIDENTS FOR RESIDENTS.





53 GREEN INFRASTRUCTURE 
PROJECTS COMPLETED

1,700 TREES PLANTED

4,000 RESIDENTS ENGAGED

$25 MILLION INVESTED



62 MILLION
GALLONS OF STORMWATER

DIVERTED FROM COMBINED SEWER 
SYSTEM 



COMMUNITY IMPACT

! Prevent neighborhood flooding & reduce CSOs

! Create sustainable green jobs

! Improve air, water and climate quality

! Develop environmental policy 

! Provide economic development opportunities

! Add recreational amenities and open space

! Beautify neighborhoods & increase property values



Von Nieda Park & 
Baldwin’s Run Urban DaylightingInnovation

Baldwin’s Run Stream Daylighting Project







70+ Organizational Partners



Sarah Bryant, AICP
Director of Community Initiatives

Cooper’s Ferry Partnership
bryant@coopersferry.com

856.757.9154

www.camdensmart.com

www.camdencollaborative.com

THANK YOU!


