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Good  Jobs  First:
Since  1998,  a  Resource  for

Grassroots,  Policymakers,  Journalists

n Independent,  non-partisan,  non-profit
n Model  Research  and  Publications
n 50-state  “report  card”  studies
n Subsidy  Trackers  &  Violation  Tracker
n Testimony,  Training  and  Speaking



>$70  Billion  per  Year!
n Property  Tax  Abatements
n Tax  Increment  Financing  (TIF)  Districts
n Corporate  Income  Tax  Credits  
n Personal  Income  Tax  Diversions
n Sales  Tax  Exemptions  &  Diversions  
n Tax-free  Loans  
n Enterprise  Zones
n Training  Grants
n Dedicated  Infrastructure



Transparency  =  
Cornerstone  Reform

n Job  shortfalls?  >  Clawbacks,  Rescissions
n Poverty  wages?  >  Job  quality  standards
n Excessive  costs?  >  Sunsets,  Caps
n Bias  against  urban  poor?  >  Targeting
n Hogged  by  big  business?  >  Caps,  Barriers
n Huge  $  to  XYZ  Corp?  >  Community  benefits
n Big  $  to  political  donors?  >  Campaign  Reforms



Online  Disclosure  Progress
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Subsidy  Tracker

Company-specific  and  searchable  
50  states  +  DC  +  localities

+  federal  deals



Detroit  MSA  Shutdowns  2001-04



MEGA  Deals  2001-2004



Twin Cities 
Metro: 

Subsidized 
Business 
Relocations’ 
Access to  
Public Transit 
Stops 



Chicago  
Region:  15  
Years  of    
State  Subsidy  
Locations,      
w/  African-
American  
Population



Data  Breakthrough  2017!

GASB  
Statement  
No.  77



Data  Will  be  Crude
n For  abating  governments,  one  dollar  figure  
per  program  per  year

n For  passive  income  losers  (e.g.,  school  
districts),  one  dollar-loss  figure  per  tax,  
per  source

n No  company  names,  no  deal  tallies,  no  
future  obligations



But  Voluminous
GASB’s  principles  used  by:

n~80%  of  counties  

n~71%  of  school  districts  

n~76%  of  cities  and  towns



Statement  77  Note  in  CAFR  

nComprehensive  
Annual    
Financial    
Report        
(CAFR)



51  State  “Roadmaps”  Available  @  
goodjobsfirst.org/gasb

nWho  collects  CAFRs?

n Are  CAFRs  posted  online?

n Are  CAFRs  stress-tested?

nWhen  do  big  cities,  counties,  school  
districts  report?



Subsidy  Tracker  2



Present  at  the  Birth
of  a  Cottage  Industry

nActivists

nAcademics

n Journalists

nState  Agencies







Contact

Greg  LeRoy
goodjobs@goodjobsfirst.org
202-232-1616  x  211



GASB  101
(Governmental  Accounting  Standards  Board)

n Birthed  in  1984  by  10  public-official  
associations  +  AICPA

n Creates  Generally  Accepted  Accounting  
Principles  (GAAP)  for  state  &  local  govts

n About  50,000  governments  comply

n But…  MIA  on  tax  expenditures…


