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Changing preferences…

Hype vs. reality

All images that follow are from Boise’s Transportation Action Plan except where otherwise noted







Source: Green Lane Project
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City of Boise

Transportation Planning & Ideation

Ada County Highway District (ACHD)

Project Execution, Maintenance, & Asset Ownership

• Land use principles

• Mobility principles

• Project prioritization

• Communications piece

The TAP provides…





CVS vs Boise: Boise wins!

• Significant community opposition (to parking 

waiver) resulted in removal of application
❭ Attempted to increase parking in C-2 zone despite a 

Downtown-adjacent “Compact Neighborhood” place 

designation

• Ripple effect on entities trying to exploit holes in 

the zoning code. TAP provides clarity.

• But not a permanent solution: The TAP is 

partially a land use plan, but enacting changes 

in the zoning code itself is still needed.





Best in Class Transit: State St BRT

• Biggest focus since 2016 TAP release 

• State Street BRT in advanced planning, with 
ACHD starting to build out stations and 
intersection improvements 

• TAP transit “Move” has motivated Boise City 
Council to come up with additional funds for VRT 
to supplement service frequency

• TAP created the “leg to stand on” for funding 
outside the general fund 

 $1 million/year allocated, on only $7 million 
typical operating budget: 14% increase









Challenges Moving Forward

• Following through on urban-style development in 

activity centers (avoiding low-density, auto-

centric waivers!)

• Achieving a critical mass of transit riders to 

justify major system investment

• Changing cultural expectations around "traffic" to 

support reallocation of street space: traffic 

sometimes just means growth

• Additional dedicated City funding to better 

dictate projects? How? 



Partners Needed to Achieve TAP 

++ Other Private 

Investment Partners

http://www.adaweb.net/
http://www.achdidaho.org/Projects/Default.aspx
http://www.cityofboise.org/Departments/PDS/Transportation/StateStreet/page22601.aspx
http://itd.idaho.gov/projects/D3/index.html
http://www.valleyregionaltransit.org/PROJECTSSTUDIES/STATESTREETCORRIDORSTUDY/tabid/174/Default.aspx
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